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f. USINFO MESSAGE (728347, COVERING WILSON FERREIRA
_ALDUNATE®S TESTIMONY BEFORE FRASER COMMITTEE, STATES HE
SAID ZELMAR MICHELINI AND GUTIERREZ RUIZ, URUGUAYANS
_RECENTLY MURDERED IN ARGENTINA, HAD APPLIED FOR VISAS TO
COME T0 THE US THROUGH US EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES., HE ALSO
CHARGED, ACCORDING TO THIS REPORT, THAT THE US AMBASSADOR
TO URUGUAY HAD RELAYED THIS INFORMATION TO URUGUAYAN
GOVERNMENT WHICK PROMPTLY CANCELLED ALL THEIR PAPERS,
LEAVING THEM STRANDED IN ARGENTINA, AND THAT THIS WaS
REALLY A DEATH SENTENCE CARRIED OUT AT THE BEHEST .OF THE
URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT. THE OBVIOUS IMPLICATION OF THIS
TOTALLY UNFOUNDED AND IRRESPONSIBLE CHARGE IS THAT THE
US AMBASSADOR TO URUGUAY HAD PARTICIPATED IN WHAT HE
"CHOSE TO CALL ™A DEATH SENTENCE", :

2. NEITHER THIS EMBASSY NOR EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES (CON-
TTTFIRMED IN BUENOS AIRES 4835 TO MONTEVIDEO ON JUNE 19,
--}976) .HAS ANY RECORD THAT EITHER MICHELINI OR GUTIERREZ

RUIZ EVER APPLIED FOR A VISA, WERE EVER ISSUED OR
REFUSED A VISa, OR WERE EVER THE SUBJECTS OF A VISA
-CLEARANCE INQUIRY TO EMBASSY MONTEVIDEO. ALSO SEE
BUENDS AIRES _662S OF OCTOBER 3, 1575, MOREOVER, I DID
NOT AT ANYTIME DISCUSS IN ANY MANNER WITH. GOU OFFICIALS
THESE INDIVIDUALS, OR THEIR STATUS, INSOFAR AS 1 HAVE
BEEN CONCERNED THEY, AS WELL AS WILSON FERREIRA
ALDUNATE, WERE PERSONAGES INVOLVED IN URUGUAYAN INTERNAL
POLITICS FROM WHICH THIS EMBASSY HAS REMAINED
SCRUPULOUSLY ALOOF.

= 3., THE SAME INTEGRITY CANNOT BE ATIRIBUTED TO SILSON
' FERREIRA ALDUNATE WHO HAS EITHER DIRECTLY, OR THROUGH
HIS ASSOCIATES, ATTEMPTED AT VARIOUS TIMES TO INVOLVE

— THIS EMBASSY, ME PERSONALLY OR OTHER OFFICIALS 1N
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POLITICAL AFFAIRS; FOR EXAMPLE: -

A) BEFORE I-wWAS ASSIGNED TO THIS POST, AS THE
*---pEPARTMENT IS FULLY AWARE, HE AND OTHER URUGUAYAN
POLITICAL FIGURES IN BUENOS AIRES, NOTABLY EX-SENATOR
ERRO, PARTICIPATED IN A DELIBERATE SMEAR CAMPAIGN

M- --—CHARGING THAT 1 WAS A CIA AGENT, THAT I HAD PARTICIPATED
IN A WHOLE SERIES OF NEFARIOUS DEALS IN LATIN AMERICA
ETC., ETC.; THE OBJECTIVE O0BVIOUSLY BEING TO CLOUD MY
~ACCEPTANCE TO THIS COUNTRY AND MY RELATIONS WITH A
" GOVERNMENT HEADED BY HIS POLITICAL ENEMIES,

B) UPON HIS DEPARTURE FROM HERE TO ASSUME THE
DIRECTORSHIP OF APU IN WASHINGTON, FRANK ORTIZ, WHO HAD
BEEN CHARGE FOR YEAR BEFORE MY ARRIVAL, VISITED - -
BUENOS AIRES AS PART OF PREPARATION FOR HIS NEW ASSIGN-
‘MENT, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THERE CAME BACK REPORIS FROM

"-BUENOS AIRES THAT ORTIZ HAD MET SECRETLY WITH WILSON
FERREIRA ALDUNATE., THIS ALLEGATION WAS TOTALLY FALSE
~AND WAS PRECISELY AGAIN INTENDED TO DIMINSH THE
CREDIBILITY OF ORTIZ AND ME, THE NEW AMBASSADOR WITH
THE URUGUAYAN AUTHORITIES,
C) AT VARIOUS TIMES ACCUSATIONS OF MY HAVING
- .INTERVENED IN ONE SIDE OR OTHER IN LOCAL POLITICS
""CAME TO MY ATTENTION AND WERE TRACEABLE TO ADHERENTS
OR ASSOCIATES OF WILSON FERREIRA., 1IN NOT ONE SINGLE
INSTANCE (MOSTLY INVENTIONS CHARGING ME WITH SECRET
MEETINGS WITH POLITICAL FIGURES ETC,) WAS THERE EVEN
-A SHRED OF TRUTH. AS A MATTER OF POLICY, I HAVE ,
DIRECTED OFFICIALS OF THIS EMBASSY TO MAINTAIN REGULAR
CONTACT WITH THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION, INCLUDING .
WILSON FERREIRA ADHERENTS, BUT THIS IS ALWAYS DONE
..-OPENLY, MOSTLY IN PUBLIC PLACES, NEVER IN SECRET AND
NEVER BY ME.
D) MORE RECENTLY, WHEN WILSON FERREIRA ALDUNATE )
"SON WAS BRIEFLY HELD IN PRISON AND THEN RELEASED HERE,
.—- HE-THANKED AN EMBASSY OFFICER FOR MY SUPPOSED INTER~
- CESSION FOR HIM. THE FACT IS THAT 1 HAD NOT INTERCEDED
“““AND THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF THIS PLOY, WHICH WAS WIDELY
COMMENTED ON IN MONTEVIDEO, WAS AGAIN TO SEEK TO
JNVOLVE ME IN URUGUAYAN POLITICS,

E) ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO THE UN REP., IN BUENOS
AIRES, WHO WAS VISITING MONTEVIDEO, TOLD THE DCM THAT
WILSON FERREIRA WANTED TO MEET WITH HIM IN BUENOS AIRES,
THE DCM OF COURSE DECLINED THE INVITATION., HOWEVER,

THE MERE FACT OF TRANSMITTING THE MESSAGE WOULD

~- ENASLE FERREIRA TO SAY THAT HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT
WITH THE-EMBASSY.
4, THE 0BVIOUS OBJECTIVE OF THE TACTICS WHICH HAVE
BEEN USED BY WILSON FERREIRA AND HIS ADHERENTS IS THAT .
OF THE DOUSLE-EDGED .SWORD3

A) FOR INTERNAL IMPACT HERE HE SEEXS TO DISCREDIT
ME AND THIS MISSION WITH THE URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT BY
CHARGING SOME SECRET LIAISON WITH HIM-~THE PURPOSE
BEING TO UPSET GOOD RELATIONS AND THEREBY, PRESUMABLY,




HEAKEN HIS URUGUAYAN POLITICAL ENEMIES; AND
V B) FOR EXTERNAL IMPACT, HE CHARGES ME AND THIS

: ' EMBASSY WITH SUPPORTING A DICTATORIAL VIOLATOR OF HUMAN
2 __RIGHTS..IN_ORDER .TO.UNDERMINE COOPERATIVE RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE US AND URUGUAY, THUS AGAIN REDUCING THE
T "TBENEFITS WKHICH HIS POLITICAL ‘ENEMIES MIGHT DERIVE FROM
NORMALLY GOOD RELATIONS.

-5, &S THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE THIS EMBASSY HAS DONE

. ITS UTMOST TO REPORT OBJECTIVELY ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS

- SITUATION IN URUGUAY, TO INFLUENCE PRIVATELY THE GOU
T0 CORRECT SUCH ABUSES AS EXIST, AND TO REMAIN
SCRUPULOUSLY OUT OF INTERNAL URUGUAYAN POLITICS. WHILE
THERE 1S 0OBVIOUSLY SOME SUBSTANCE TO THE CHARGES THAT
WILSON FERREIRA HAS MADE ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN

- THIS COUNTRY, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THOSEZ OF Al WHICH
APPARENTLY SPONSORS HIM, THE TRUTH IS S50 FAR REMOVeD
FROM THE EXAGGERATIONS AND DISTORTIONS WHICH HE AND
Al HAVE TYPICALLY ENGAGED IN THAT THE URUGUAYAN
GOVERNMEINT HAS RECENTLY CONCLUDED, APPARENTLY, THAT
ITS BEST DEFENSE IS SIMPLY TO PUBLISH WHAT HE HAS BEEN
SAYING ABROAD., WHATEVER THE IMPACT ON THE WORLD MAY
BE, HIS RECENT DECLARATIONS HAVE TENDED TO UNDERMINE
HIS CREDIBILITY IN URUGUAY WHERE THE PEOPLE KNOW
BETTER WHAT HAS APPENED.

6. ACTION REQUESTED : - ' o

A) I ASK THAT THE DEPARTMENT INFORM CONGRESSMEN
FRASER AND KOCH, AND OTHERS WHO MAY BE INTZRESTED IN
THESE MATTERS, OF THE FALSENESS OF WILSON FERREIRA
ALDUNATE®S CHARGE AGAINST ME IN REGARD TO MICHELINI AND
_GUTIERREZ RUIZ, AS REPORTED USINFO., THEY SHOULD ALSO .
BE MADE AWARE, IN THIS ERA OF GROWING DANGER TO DIPLOMATS,
- —OF- THE IRRESPONSIBILITY OF SUCH CHARGES WHICH OBVIOUSLY
____EXPOSE ME, MY FAMILY AND ASSOCIATES HERE TO THE POSSIBILITY
" DF REPRISALS BY THOSE WHOULD WOULD BELIEVE, AS WILSON
FERREIRA HAS IMPLIED, THAT 1 PARTICIPATED IN THE "DEATH
WARRANT™ OF POLITICAL FIGURES IN BUENOS AIRES. OUR FLAG
AT HALF-MAST IN MEMORY OF OUR DIPLOMATS MURDERED IN THE
MIDBLE EAST 1S TESTIMONY TO THIS DANGER. - IT 1S5 DOUBLY
DANGEROUS THAT THE US CONGRESS BE USED AS SPRINGBOARD
FOR SUCH ACCUSATIONS BECAUSE OF THE PRESTIGE AND WIDE
AUDIENCE THIS FORUM COMMANDS, SINCE U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
HAVE EMONSTRATED COMMENDABLE INTEREST AND CONCERN FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS BY GIVING WILSON FERREIRA A HEARING, PERHAPS
THEY CAN ALSO INFLUZNCE HIM ON THE VIRTUES OF THE TRUTH
AND DANGER OF IRRESPONSIBILITY.
B) PROVIDE THIS EMBASSY WITH FULL TEXT OF WILSON
FERREIRA S TESTIMONY. SIRACUSA
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